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Sypnti'mN nf I'reci.illng Chnplcr*.
Oilvn 1'nrmenter, hPlremi to Oregr-rj"

T'nrineiitor'a mllllorta, l» engnged 10 tlie
ruttire I.ord li-.ll.oruiij.li. of OxtordBhlro,
Kng. Hor falhor, nfter rccelvlng a myi>-
terloua cnblcgrum from Amerlca, InslHta
timt tho marriage bu iinatrncil. No ob-
Jeptlon li mudo, but I^ady Bnlborough
tiikes ocenelon to Insult tlio girl and la
rotiitkoil by her huabotid, Lord Bolbor-
ough, Tlio weddlng l*> Intorruplid drn-
mullctilly by n, strungo v.-oinan ln black,
«ho cilca: "1 forbld thn baiins!" Old
Mr. I'urmcntor fulls dend irom thn
¦lioek, und It Is lator dlitcoverod thut hln
wlll hns beon etol.m, thus luuvlng Olive
pennlleaa, The wornan ln black «ub-
Btnntlatoa her clnlra to bo tho widnw ox
I'regory i'nrmenter, nnd wlth her »on,
I'llbert Merrldew, tukes jlossebslon ot
tho Parrnentor cstato. Merrldew i-iiIIboii
Mr. Parmuntm-Y old Inwyor, Mr. Cuse-
itient, wbo suppects Morrldew of havlng
Mtolen tlio wlll.

Ollvo wrltes to hor lover, saylng that
they must not meet uguln, but hfl se-
cttrea an lnfrvlew In Mr. fJnsoment'B
nffica, ln wlilch he valnly urgei hor lo
murry hlm In Bplto of ull. I-'lnally slitiv
ugrces to como to hlm whon tlio myu*
tiiry li clearcd up, and Btaits on a Jour-
ney of Investigatlon. On tho truln sho
Is nttucked und robbed by a mun dls-
Kuised ub n woman, und only by n ruse
prcvents hlm from throwlng hor out of
thelr compartment. Tho pollco nnd
railroad officials dlscredlt her story, ond
when nbout to be taken to prl""*! Mrsj.
Merrldew Intorposes ns ft frtcr.d of hu-
manlty nnd taken hT to her rooms.
Here Ollve li kept prisoner, drnt.'d tlie
prtvllara of c-ommumcniing with ruends,
nnd llnully sent to an asylum. Hor
Invor, Jaeic Belborough, uir.vcs just In
tlme to see her nt tho station and res-
rutii her from the young phynlrlnn who
Ib r.ihinr her to the asylum. She next
ko«w to London, and there by uccldt-ut
learns to know Kelma llummond, nn liitl-
iniito uctiuulntance ot Ollbar,! Merrldew,
who provea to be n member (>f « noted
band of crooks. Ollvo I..; pluns to ," t
Into the nccrots of the bund, und haa
Diany excltlng cxperlenooo. S;,e becoim s
n member ot the band nnd attends a
meetlng. where she llnds Gllbert Merrl-
dew und the man wlio niteiupleu her llfo
In the traln. Confrontud wlth Merrl¬
dew sho tells a false slory of her llfe,
but bolng llnully rccogr.ized Ollve boldly
races her enomy und tells hor true story.
Mcrrlilew, alarmed, bega for mercy, but
ngrccs u> go to Mrs. 'launtou's for tlireo
days, but ln made u prisoner llieie by
the woman who turns out to be Madamo
Uoncourt, and Merrldew. who tried lo
force her to marry hlm. Sho ihrows o,
noto out of hei wlndow to a. clerk next
door. who flnda ll, but when next sho
at'einpts to throw a note.Mrs. Taunton.
selzes II Ollve Is drucged and carried
off ln tt motur car, from which she es-

capns. bat .s .-..:.. captured and taken to
a loncly home on the moor, where Mrs.
Tlsloy kept watch over her. Merrldew
brlngs ln a drunken mlnlstor, who,
ngalnst her wlll, perfirms thu marrlige
< eremony, and Menldew tells her'sho
must sl«n the Weddlng contract or dle.
It la planned to drug Ollve and throw
her in tho mln« plt, but Ollve OTerpow-
ers ..'.e :...'--. ¦'. mgei dressen, nnd when
Merrldew arrlves makes hlm thlnk thut
ihe woman lylng Insenslble. on llie bed-
la Ollve. Ollve holpecl to carry the wo-
innn outslde, and then whlie Merrldew
n-iu In a drunken etviiier she escaped,
and through the klndness of county peo¬
ple made her way back to her hom*.
On the traln »he readK In the jnpers that
ihe Korelgn Offlce had boen robbad, and
lhat Jack wua ausrected. trnu determhr-
?d to make up as an Irlch servant glrt
and galn adiulttance to Kilverbreech ln
»rder to trap Merrldew ajid h'B mother.
tihe tricB her dlsguUe on Mr. Casement,
who at nrst taken ir.. rejoices that sho ia
safe. Slie Is omployi-d by Mr^. OwP'-r i
nnd Hnds the stole paper, Jnck camo'
li. ihe house and almost recosnlr.es her.
hhe Is pumued by tho footmau. who
falls ln love -wtth hor.

CHAPTBH XI.III..Continucd.

But hc had no lntontion of the sort.
"I wa-s thinklnff of you. MoUIe, all. the
llino I M'aa away, nnd, look hure, I
want you to do mo a favor."

"If you'll only lave me in pace, Burc

I'll do armythin'."
Wlth rather a shecpiah alr, he

broujrht a little parcel out of hla
pocket. "It's thia. I want you to ac-

cept thls and wear lt. It only nhows
I was thlnking of you, you know."
Ollvo affected a co-iuettlsh curloslty.

"An' what ls lt?"
"Loolt for yourself." he replied, {jiv-

inK her the parcel.
"Sure, I thlnk It's doln' my tooth

good," she "whlspered. aa slie took the
parcel nnd unfoldt-d it. Then she gave
a llttle cry of pleasure as she took
uut a rather gaudy lace and rlbbon tie.
"But that's u rale beuuty, Mr. Duw-
lelgh. An' is that,.an. dl<\ you get
that for.do ye ma.no I'm to kape it?
Oh!"

, , , .

"You like it, Mollie?" he asked,
smlling with delighted self-congratu-
lation upon the result of hla lnvest-
iiJfcnt..

J*he held it up as if with rapt odml-
ration. "Sure, 1 wish I '.vas to wear it

in dear ould Cloghereon. Oh, but it's

just lovely. Whcre's a glass? Sure,
there's one in the hall." She ran there

ahd, holding the tie to her breast, gazed
nt htrsolf a.s lf fasclnateil. "But I'll
niver bo able to wear lt at all, at all.
Thlnk of what the others 'ttd he afther
sayin', an' me not knowlng you tnore'n
a few days, too. Why, tliey'd be just
scratchlng my eyes out wid their
Jcalousy, Mr. Dawlelgh."
"My other namo ls Willinrn," he said,

meanlngly.
"An' a noice name It Is. too, savin"

lhat I'd rather lt was Pat," she sald
wlth a glance that seemed to speak
volimies.

"I'm sorry T ean't change lt, Mollle,"
ho said awkwardly.

"I'm not so sure I'd havo yo change
tt," she replledi wlth another glah'ce.

"I'd llke you to ohango yours,"
"Ah, go long with yez," sho crled,

giving hlm a llttle push. "If It's non-
sense loike that ye'd be arter talkln*.
you must take this back again," and
sho held out his present -wlth an alr of
reluctance.

"I've been thlnking a lot while I've
been ln town."

She lookod up and lnughcd. "An*
sure I guess yo'll havo to elo a lot
moro o' thlnkln' beforo lt comes to any
talkln', Mr. Dawlelgh."

"1'm a man who malces up IiIr mlnd
quinkly, an' It's mado up on that polnt.
I slinn't change ln a hurry."

"Nelther shall I.hut that's not sayin*
.what I'd havo to chnnge from, ls lt?"

"I want to talk to you presently
about lt all. But you'll keep thnt?"

"Suro, I Avill. Bnt T haven't thanked
you for lt. I do thank you, Wllllam.
It ls nolce to be thought of, ye know."

"It's all right," ho sald, clumslly, and
111 at onso, desplte the victory he
thought he had won, "Anrl hcro's a
I.ondon paper. I wrapped It up tn
that so as the parcel shotildn't be
crushod."

"I'll put lt ln that. An* thin lf anny
of tho rest see It, I'll Bay It's Just a
paper you've glven nie. An' now I'M
slip up wld lt to my room."

She ran up to her room with theparcel, threw It down on the dresslngtoblo and wliiskofi back to learn aboutJnck.
As shn came to tho gallery wlilch ran

niuntl the woll of tlie broad stnlrcnso
slio heard hts volee ralsed ln angor,"I bcllevo you've ited to i'ne, Mr.

Merrldew, You know Bho ln not denrt,
nnd you am hldlng her Homowherc iur
your Infornnl purposea."

"I have mado every nllowanen for
youf natural exasperatlon, Mr. Fon-
wlck; and It wu« boc_tl«e I knew tlint
It. fttfoctot. you so cloudy tlmt I tdld
you oandldly nll I know. Bul there
aro llniita to my erirlurancc, Vou had
better leave Iho hod.e."

"I do not bcllcvc the Btory you have
told hie."

"I van only glve you my word. You
asked mo for in formatlon about MIsb
Fnrrcientcr, and I havo glven lt to you.
I aciitire you that. both my mother nnd
I aro as anxious as you can bc to find
out whether sho la stlll allve."
"Then glvo rne the namo of the placo

whero you suy you naw her last."
"If I thought lt would bc of tlie leant

aBHislancc to you, nnd lf 1 dld not
know thnt my ngents hnd mado evory
poewlble ln(|iilry Into the muttor, I
would do bo wlth the greatest pleasure.
Hut absolutely nothlng more can bc
done." «

At thlj the loat vestigo of Jack'H
temper took fllght.

"1 Avill llnd out tbe truth In splte
of you, and wlll expose you for the
acoundrol ycu are," he crled.
"Do what you please, Blr; but you

had" better first rlenr your own nnme.
Hore, you fellowH there, put this man
out. and thc-n send Dawlelgh to me.
and Merrldew turned on his hcel and
wont back Into tbe room.
Jack left the house then, nnd Ollve

mn down by tho aervants' stalrcnKe to
get out to follow hlm. At the bottom
Dawlelgh was waltlng, to her lnflnlta
exAsperatlon. She had no tlme now
for .'oollng-, or Jaek would get aAvay
before she could catCh l/lm.

"Ifave you put it safely away?" he
aaked with a grln. "It's tnken a long-
Ish tlme."
"Vn -Avouldn't hava me put It away

widotlt trying how It looked, would
ye?" sho aHked, jmlllng, and wishlng
with all her heart that the other .ser-
vants would com» to tell hlm that Mer¬
rldew Avantetl hlm. She dared not tell
Hm lierst'lf, for foar he'd guesa she
hnd been liHtenlng to what had passed
In the ball.
"And you llke lt?" ho asked fatu-

oualv.
"Hut's that's nothlng at all to what

I'll give you".
"Whi.ht noAV. Would yo have tbe

others all liearln' Avhat's atween us?"
AVould those loi'.ring Idlots never
come? she thought.

"Ih your fare troubllng you again.
Mollle?" he asked, seelng her look of
worry. '

"U'h jynt m.idit's drlvln' mo."
Then the rnan came In search of

Dawlclgh. aad s/ie av.-is free.
In another" afcond she was out of

the house, rcuddlng at full speed down
tbo drlve and castlng anxious oyes
ahead for her lover.
She saw hlm at length, and jti&t as

she c . ight slght.of him be paused.
stood a moment and half turned as lf
nbout to go back to the house, then
clonched lils fi.t angrlly and rcsumed
hls walk.
He was in a part of the drlve where

tlilck laurel hedges ran on either. s£d.e,
and oftercd her no chance_ of gai£hrg
away froin hlm Into the shfubbery."1" f?o
sho siackened speed, keoplng Arell in
llie ahadow of the bushes, and then
heard footsteps ln the dlstance behind
her co.iiing rapidly from tbe house.
She ditrted up behind Jack, just as

he reached a jiath which would serve
her purpose, and without a Avord
caught hls arm and thrust Into hls
bund the llttle note she had wrltten.
But she had reekoned wlthout hls

anger. Ready to suspect anythlng at
such a moment and ln such a place.
tho instant tlie note was ln his hand
he grabbed hold of her dreSB and de-
talned her,
The footstep3 behind were drawlng

rapldly nearer.
"You are followed," sho sald ex-

citedly, in a low tono, forgetting ull
about her brogun.

"Hullo. The Irlsh girl without her
Irlsh," said Jack In the same low tone.
"No, vou don't go ln .that Avay, please,"
and hls grasp tlghtened.
"Come doAvn here and let them pafis,

whoever lt is. Qutck. I must not be
seen."
She let hlm lead her into hldlng, and

together they stood, hls hand stili
holding her tlght, and walted untll the
steps came close and a man's figure
showed lndlstlnctly through tho gioom
at the cud of the llttlo slde path doivn
whlch tlicy were hidden.

Ollve recognlzed Dawleigh,

CHAPTER XLIV.

Love Ilcai.-i Ilcnolve.

DaAVleigh paused at the mouth of the
path, and Ollve thought that he had
been followlng lier, nnd had seen her
turn into It He did como tAvo or

threo yards along lt; but paused again,
retracedvhls stops, and set off runnlng
ln the direetion of the lodge gates.

In those few seconds of sutsponse
Ollvo kneAv that all hor carefully lald
plans were threatened wlth collapso.
Sho had been very brave and resolute
throughout, and wonderfully reaource-
ful and self-rellant; her lndomltable
courago had rlsen to meet emergency
after emergency; and sho had glorlod
in tho fact that she had Avon through
all by her oavu strengtli and Indepeud-
ence.
But hor love for Jack Avas . great

part of her u'aturo; a deep, strong and
living force in her; and now she Avas
tlirllllng and trombllng Avlth omotional
dellght in tlie mere fact of boing once
again ln his presence and feeling the
touch of hls strong, nervous hand on
her arm.
On hls eido ho avus -completely pu*/.-

zlod. Ho hud retalned hls hold of hor
becauso of tyls firm resolvo to get to
the bottom of the strange odnduct of
thla girl Avhose sudden lapse from her
Irlsh broguo had betrayed tho fact
that she' waa not Avhat sho had ap-
peared.
What tho papor was Avhlch sho had

thrust so mysteriously luto hls hand
he knoAV no more than why she had bo
actod, and Avhon Dawlelgh appeared at
tho end of the path and tho girl was
obvloualy trightoned, ho Jumpcd to tho
rcugh nnd ready conclusloii that she
was.ilylng from him and needed help.
"Now, Avhat does it all mean?" he

asked as soon as the souud of the
nmn'B footsteps had ceastid.
That Jack should not have recog¬

nlzed hor while she Avas standing thoro
Avlth her heart beatlng so wlldly, pna-
slonately eager to throw her arma
round hls neck and every love lnstlnct
rampant wlthln her, ut flrst astoundod
and thon amusod her.
Hho unswered tn hor rlchest brogue.

"Sliure, your honor is".
"That'll Uo wlth tho broguo,** ho In¬

terrupted.
Then, to""hls Intouso sUrprlio, she

gnve a llttle ory us she thr^w her arms
around hlm, preased her face closo to
his nnd kissed him.
For the moment Bho could not say

a word, and then, half laughing and
Half. ln tears, she exclalmed; "Oh! Jack.
you dear grent stupld, do you mean
you don't know me?"

'"Ollve! My darling!"
For a tlme which waa Just shoer

ecstaay to them. both, no more w.ik
sald, No words wore necdcd. He hehl
hor :¦ Lr.ilii.-d closo to lils heart and
showerctl kisses upon her llps and
cheeks nnd brow and c-yea.any ,spot
thnt was large enough to lake a klss;
and she clung to him Irembllng in
sllent rapturo, her fure upturned as
tears of dellght welled ek.wly from
her oyes and great pnaslonate soba of
emotlon convulsed her. ,
At length wlth a smilo she drew

awny. "Arrnli, be alsy now, wld ye,
or yn'll have mo wlg off wld yer clttm-
sy ways. Sure it's Mollie O'Brlen you'd
be afther tratin' In thia way. Isn't it
ashamed of yesllf, ye are, klasln'
slrange glrls loike thls, whin all the
tolme your own colleen has been brak-
ln' her heart for a slght o' your tlnar
face nn' the feel of it, too;" and agaln
slie klssed hlm, and lald her head on
hla breast wlth a happy slgh.

"Is'ow, we must be senslble," ahe said
next. "O Jack! what' do you mean
by comlng here anil making mo so
weak as all this?"
"My head is stlll In the clftnds," he

laughed. "I'm Just amazed. Why, they
told me you were doad, Ollve."

"1 know. I heard them. They thlnk
It, too. But come further away from
the drlve. or some one may hear us,"
and cllnging close to his side as they
walked, slie Icd hlm to a spot where
they could talk freely.
"Now, my dearest, .1 can't stay more

than a few miriutes, and you must just
let rne tell you all 1 can cram into
the time without interruptlng to ask
any (juustioria or scold or anything.
First. you are cloared about that rob-
bery of tho papers. Morrldew was
ralxed up in It, and he brought them
here: I found them, nnd Mr. Casement
has them. But for a tlme you must
not do anything. Those arrests in
Loudon.lhat of tlie girl you recog-
nized arnong the others.wero my do¬
ing; I can't stop to'tell you how I
found out everything, but Mr. Case¬
ment wlll tell you now," and ln tho
same brlef manner she told him of
Merridew'a conduct; that' he lielieved
he had murdered her, and that after
her escapo ahe had corae to Sllver-
beoch aa a Borvant, but really as a

spy.
He listened. breathless wlth Inter¬

est, astonishment and rage, and at
first was for, golng straight back to
tlio manor to.hr.ve it out with MerrU
dew. But Olive declared that this
would ruin everything and In the end
calmed him, and Biiccecded In wlnnlng
hlm round to promlse that he would
do nothing to Interfere wlth her plans.
Ile was liard to convince, but her qulet.
flrm lnalstence prevalled in tho end.
No one had a susplclon that she was

otlier than Just Mollle the Irish girl,
she told him, and tho fact that even he
hlmself had been mistaken was the
proof that she was In no danger. Be-
sliles. both he and Mr. Casement now
kno"w\fWhere she was, and oven if she
were-'dlscovered by Merrldew they
would bo able to come to her help.
Thls "was the argument which won

hlm round, and when they parted he
had promlsed her faithfully. that no

oct of his should betray the fact that
he knew her to bo even allvo.
"But why couldn't you have told.mo

that?" he asked. "It hus been a ter-
rlble time."
"Because I could not warn you

agalnst Mrs. Taunton, Jack. She would
havo guessed your secret ln a. mo¬
ment, even lf you had not told-her."
"By Jovo, I never thought of that.

Of courBO I'vo seen her often and have
spoken freely of It all."

"Don't see her agaln. She'll notlce
tho dlfference Instantly. Vou had bet¬
ter not go back to London."
"What a devll of a woman! I won't

go near agaln," he sald qulckly.
"Yes, but you must havo an oxcuse

ot she'll suspect Talk lt all over with
Mr. Casement."
"He's deep, too. Never let on a wotid

about you. Even told me thero were
a couple of letters for you and asked
what I thought ho had better do with
them."
"Thoy must be from Selma Hammond,

Jack. Tell him to open them, and if
they are, to get the girl somewhere
wlthin reach. She may bo necessary.
And now, dearest, I must go or I shall
be missed."

It took somo mlnutes before Jnck
could tear himself away, and then
Ollve returned to the house, hoplng to
get In unseen.
But Dawlelgh'a Joalousy had beon

aroused. He had caught a gllmpse of
Ollve ln the drlve, and just as ehe sllp-
ped Into a side door he met her and
wanted to know whero sho had been,
hlnting In his anger that sho had been
meotlng some other man.
Ollvo let hlm, talk as long as ho

would, ln order to see what his sus-
plclons really were, and whether he
had an Idea that it was Jack whom sho
had seen. Satlsfled on thls polnt, iho
lat hlm seo another side of her char¬
acter. She first forced a few tears and
then flow into a passion. A flood ot
angry lnveotlvo poured ln a torrent
from her lips, all in her rlchest broguo,
and wlth a threat that sho would never
speak to such a apalpeen agaln, she ap¬
peared to break down and burst Into
toara aa she pushed hlm one side and
went up to bed.
Eager though she was to learn what

the Merrldews sald to one another
about Jack's vlslt, fiho dld no,t leave
her room agaln that nlght. She wns
too agltated to do her work coolly,
aml Bhe dared not run any risks.
Catehlng slght of tlie preBont which

Dnwlelgh had broiight her from Lon¬
don, Bhe plckod np tha newspaper ln
which lt had been concealod and waa
'tosslng lt asldo when a honding caught
her attcntion,.nnd sho -began to road lt.
II was the report of tho discovery of a
great forgery. and in wrltlng lt upmentlon was made of other great forge.rios, and at the close thero waa a
paragraph abptit Goorge Purvls, wtth
bla namo In large type ut the head.
Ho waa to be reloased at onco, on

tlcket of leave!
ln a flash thQ thought oecurrod to

hor to use thlsjto tost tho effect vipbn
Mra. Merrl'dow. It was her work on
the following niomtng to clean her
mistross's rooms, Sho would flnd the
paragraph tn the mornlng paper and
arraneo lt so that lt w«,b aure to bo

read by her, and then observe Iho re¬
sult. #
She knew Mus. Merrldew's habitfl ao

irell that it Avns easy for hor to place
tli* papor in n rnot where it would be
s-urn- to attruct her nitentlon, and sln.
weui busy sweeplng out the adjolnlng
room when the rnfutress pa-ssod through
from her bedroom.
"Cannot you do your work wlth leas

nolse?" she fkod Ollve sharply. "You
go about your work like an elephOnt."

"Sure, J beg your pnrdon, ma'um. I
thought Ol whh ;ih sllent as St. Peter's
iroKs. pavlu' the rlforencu to such a
holy man."

"Votir hroom, keeps knocklng the
sklrting nnd the furniture as If you
were beatlng a tattoo all round the
room. You'll do no end of damage ln
that Avay. Vou must be more care-
ful If you want to stay hero. Mlnd
ti.at."

'"It's lhat sorry I am, ye'U not know
there's a mouse ln the room. m-i'nm,
for the future; but I was 'hurrylng to
get done beforo you should be up,
ma'am."

"AVell, don't make such a clatler. A
woll-tralned servant doesn't need to
r-iako a ijuarter of thnt nolse over her
work;" and wlth that sho passed on
Ir.to hor aittlng room nnd shut the
door.

Ollve went on wlth her work very
nuletly and then followed. "Wlll I be
cleanin' rbe bedroorn nt onst. ma'am?"
ahe asked very humbly. "or wlll 1
finish what I'm at first?"

"I don't arrar.ge your work, girl.
Do What Mrs. Cooper has told you."
She had the paper in hor hand, and
spoke very sharply, annoyed by the
iiiti rruptlon.

"Sure, Mrs. Cooper tould me to ask
yez, ma'am." i

r
"O! go away. and don't bother me

nbout lt. Finish Avhat you're doing
flrst. Anythlng. I'm surprised you
should be told to ask me such ques-
tions."

Ollvo wlthiVreAV. carefully leaving
the door slightly ajar, and made n pre-
tence ot swoeplng. whlle she listened
eageriy.
She heard a nulek ruetlo of the

paper; tb«n an exclnmatlon of con¬
cern; followed almost dlrcctly by a
Ioav cry.
She opened the door and pf-eped in.

'Did ye call me, ma'am? Sure y<
lll," she crled. nnd crosse.l to ft, ..

Merrldew, who was lylng with h.*r
head on her arms stretch ed out on tlie
wrlting tablo-where Ollv* had put the
paper.

She looked up as Ollve approached,
nnd her face was gray- and israwn with
fear. -, I

"I'm feeling faint," she murmured.
"O Godl"

Ollve ran through into the bedronm
n/nd fetched some eau dn colngue. With
this she bathed Mrs. Merrldew's fore-
head and tempien, uttering many llttle
exprcsslons of concern and oilters to
call for help; and In thls way restorod
ber Just as she Avas on the verge. of
uneonsciousnoss.

'"fell Mr. Merrldew I must see him
at once," said Mra. Merrldew as soon
as ahe had recovercd sufneiontly to
speak. "You're a good girl. Tell him
at once."

Olive ran to Merrldew's room and
told him the mlstress was "ill, lolko
Jeath," glvlng the message wlth many
gasps and sobe- and holdlng her hand-
kcrchlef to her eyeB as lf crylng bit-
terly. She dld not wlsh hlm to see her
eyos. He asked tho cause. but could
get nothing out of her, so great was
her ngftation; and, taking alarm, he
hurrlod to hls mother's room.
As soon as ho was gone Olive ran

to the secret rocess.
"What's the matter, mother? I could

get nothlng out of that Avild Irlsh
fool," she heard him say.
"George Purvls is to be freed at

once, Olibert. God help me; it wlll
ruln everythlng. AVhat are we to do?"
"Released at once!" crled Merrldew,in a voice no less agitated than his

mother's. "Hoav do you know?"
"It's here."
Ollve heard the rustle of tho news-

paper as she gave it to him, and waited
breathlessly durlug tho pause AVhile
he read it.

CHAPTER XLA\

George PiirvN.

Tn tho tdlence Avhllo Merriiiew was
readlng the paragraph ajiout the re-
lea.se of Purvls and Olive avus waitlng
so engerly for what was to follow,she overheard the housekecper cnlllng
her. To be ca'ught' away -from her
work mlght start siiKplcion, ancl sho
dared not run the rlski

Bltterly ehng^incd at tho lnterrup-tion and' lntensely disappolnted, ahe
sllpped out of tho recess and ran to
find Mrs. Cooper. To explain her nb-
senco from the room sho told of Mrs.
MorrldeAv's illness, and then set to
work to continue-the cleanlng.
Tho housokeeper fussod around, glv¬

lng a*. few direetioiiK, and went away.
In a moment Ollve Avas nt the door
botwoen the rooms, llstening with
strained earii to what Avas pasalng on
the othor slde.
They wero talking in low toneB,

however, and only a word or two here
nnd thero reached her. Morridow was
reassuring his mother, und appeared
to bo expluinlng thut it A\-ns next to
impossiblo that Purvls should find
thom, nnd lhat it would be easy to put
hlm on a wrong track.
Mrs. Morridew's ivpllos were qulto

lnaudlhlo, and iv long Avhlsper'ed enn-
versatlon followed, che failuro to henr
Avhlch grltted Ollve's teeth", Doter-
mlned to rlsk a return to the recess,
sho slurrcd over tho work, put tlie
things (bnck ln thelr places, and
whlskod' a dustor over thom to snako
lt appear that sho had finlshed.
"Get lt at onco," Merrldew was Bay¬

ing as sho reached tho rocess again.
"I must catch the 11 o'clock oxpress.
I shall send tho cable to Chicago from
town; and lt wlll bo back long beforo
he is llberalod." >-

"I shull know no peaee tlll he's on
tho othor sido, Gilbert. I'll go and get
IU'
As MrH. Morridow left tho room OUve

heard somo ono else enter.
**I want you to tako thls Avlre, Daw¬

lelgh. I am golng up to town thls
mornlng, and shali probably bo huck
to-nlght. If I Avant you, I'll wlre."
Ollvo wns-dlvlded betwoen tho de.lre

to knoAv tho purport of the tolegram
and oagerness to hoar more of the
oonversutlon between'-thu Merrldew*.

Sho deelded in favor of tlie fo'fmer,
und, leaving hor hldlng place, ran
diiwnNtalrs after the valet. Ab- sho
roached tlie hall she anw that the door
leading to tho dlsiiBed v,ing of thn
houae stood open, nnd iu an lristant
guease.d what lt meant.
Merrldew was golng to take the

stolen papers to London and hla mother
had gono to fetch them. Hor trlck
would be diacovered either at once
when Merrldew saw them, or later
when they werp dellvered to the people
for whom they Imcl been obtained.
Thoi*o would be llvuly tlmes at the
Munor house.
Sho caught the valet Just as he was

on the point of starting and affected
great surprlae. Wlth a toss of the
head she made as if to paas hlm.

"Aren't you golng to speak to a fel¬
low?" he asked.
"Sphako to yez, ls it? And why

should I trouble my head about a gos-
soon who can't see n. body go out for
a breath f>t fresh ald wldout thlnkln'
all sort of schandal and susplclons?
Wore's the Bhame to yez."

"I wbb JoalouB. Mollln. 1'm Joalous
of the very alr that kisses you."

"Jeulous! To green-eyed thlng! I
should thlnk yo aro jealoua, begorra!"

"It's only because I care for you so
rriuch. I'd do anytliing ln tho world
for you, Mollle; I'm sorry I spoke aa 1
dld. J dldn't mean anything by it. I
won't do lt agaln."
"An It's a glib tongue ye have wld

them promlses."
"You try me," ho protested.
"I wlll that same. I'm Just wolld

wld that tooth agaln and am goln' to
ask oli tor half an hour. Take me a
little walk."
"Of course I would. You know that,

But I havo to go out for Merrldew to
tako a telegram."
"Ah, now," crled Ollve, shaking her

head. "An' sure dldn't I know yed
fcind some excuse. Go wid your old
tilegraru, but don't ask md to beluve
ye."

"It's truo as gospel. You can see It
for yourself."
"Got away wld your loics, just de-

cavin' a" girl wld 'oin."
Hero it is. Look. "Taunton, Mark-

bam Street. May falr, London. Brlng-
ing lt up this mornlng.' There, can't
>oit believe your pwn eyes?"
"You belaved yours too readlly bust

night," she retortad, sharply. Then,
oa lf partlally Batlsfied; "lt looks all
rolgl.t," and she smlled up at him.

"It Is all right; leaatwaya in tliat
sense. But it's all wrong In another
Look here, Mollie. we'Il have thut walk
later on, and I'll tell you thlngs that'll
make you open your eyes. That ls, il
you answor a question 1 mean to put
to you aa I want you to answer lt."

"Arrah. it's you that knows how to
mako a body ourlous, Mr. Dawlrlgh."

"Mr. Dawleigh?" he repeated, lnslnu-
atlngly.

"William," ahe aaid, dropplng her
vcice and her eyes after a swift glanco.

"That's better. Now I must be off
or ho'll be mad. Not that I care. I've
had enough of hlm and his fantoda.
But I'll tell you all about it afterward."He went off then at a run and Olive
returned upatalrs. She had learned
what she wished to know, and fromDawletgh'a hlnts aho was to learn a
good dcal more. It was cloar that Mer¬
rldew waa taklng the stolon paper toMrs. Taunton. no doubt for lt to de¬
llvered to somebody elae.
She learned nothing moro that, morn¬ing. Merrldew left in his motor car,nnd it was therefore certaln that hertrlck had not been dlscoverod by hlmLater on she promlaed to go for awalk wlth Dnwlelgh ln the evening.But in tho afternoon a telegram sum¬

moned hlm to London, and thus thewalk waa postponed, and the lnforma¬tlon she had hoped to galn durlng ltThoy dld not return that day northe next. A telegram came for Mrs.Merrldew which oxoited her Intensoly,^,1 ¦VI.!*t L* was 0Uve could "ot flndout. She had been in a condition ofEKea£ nervou'- rostlessness over sinceshe had read tha paragraph about tlierelease of Purvia. ..d Ollve could onivspecuiute as to whetner th<Jhad any connectlon wlth that'But on tho following evening Mer-
thneTnM,d *^»7lol»h wtunied. and fromhe atter Ollve aoon learned enoughPenfd a ClU° t0 What llaU huP-
Dawleigh was divlded between furl-0U8 anger at Merridow's treatmentand his anxlety to get Oltve to prornlseto marry him. She led him on veryMilr r fnd- iT61"* tl,at '¦° ^s'sq

to t, le^f "3t, '"3 maSter' s,'° -vWoetodto take the lattor's part, as a harid-some honorable gentleman who wouldnot be angry wlthout a cause and V,put Daivleigl, on hi, dcfonco'rhen ho poured out his story amidabundant abiise of Merrldew, ThesubHtltution of the duminy for tiie real
Idew bad not heallated to nccusoDawleigh of the triclc. Onco star edthe valet went on to denounee Merrl-ik^nS"«,'?, thh,"-°,,^-P^-^ seoundrol,snying that hc knew so much that blamaster dared not quarrol wlth himand that ho could force !,[., to give'rt.a";Vmoncy ba <;h0fl', t0 ««mond.But, Ollve could get little that wnsdeflnito an.l eonaiderably aBtmilshed

Liedlt what he had aaid,, but that lf Itwere ull true she would not be mixedup in it witli any one who talha'dopen y about tho prospoots of blaok-mullltig |,|H master, and wound up byrefuslno- lo llsfen lu,y long,,,- anilhreuten ng to tell Merrldew what hahad said if bo worrled hor with anymore.
"Wo Olrlsh stand by our masterswhether thoy do rlght or wrong, MrDawleigh," she declared. wlth hor headIn the alr, "An' lf you don't loike thoservlco you're In, you should i,»va ltAn' as for waitln' to glt marrled till

you ve mado somo money ln that waylt isn't Mollle O'Brlen who'd Ivor boshtandin' by your Blde before thapralst. It's dlsappointed I am In yess,Mr. Dawleigh, an' yo may aa well knowlt now," nnd wlth tliat last thrust
shculitit-lilm.
That nlght sho ovorhouri! part of a.

convorsntlon between tlio Morrlclows.
The mother declared that It waa lm-
posBlblo that tho paper could havo
been tampored wlth at the Manor."
She told whero sho had hlddnn lt, and
waa positlvo that no one hnd a aus-
plolon that any auoh thlng waa evoti
ln the houao. lt inust havq, beon

I chanRCd whlle ln Mr*. Taunton'** k<>ep-
j Ing, or elsii the wrong paper had been
stolen ln the llri-t. Instancc.
Merrldew xvtut bltteriy angry. FTe

w.-im equatly posltive that Mrs, Tnun-
ton lirttl nothlng to do wlth It, nnd

j even lilnted thut. hls mother. In her
j fear at havlng the tliing in the house,
jhad hersel. made the exchangro, Iri thls
ii-.lriiln they wrangled for an hour.

Then she oskod ubout Purvls. He nn-
;«wored wtth an oatb. nnd ndd"d that
he had sent a cable to Chicago, wlilch
would reach Purvls on leuvlng prl.on,
together wllh money to tak« hlrn
across the Atlantlc. But his thoughts
were all of the mystorloua change of
tho papor, ai.d he contlnued to harp
on the subject. ropeating hls beiief
thnt ln somo. way Dawlelgh bad found
out about ll. nnd hud served hlm thls
trlck. He hud always suspccti-d t,he
valet of belng a spy on hlm.

All the next day thls condltion of
storm ctmtlnued. Merrldew had a serles
of quarrels wlth every ono wlth whom
he came In contact, hls mother and the
valet ln partlcular. And In the after¬
noon, when start Ing for a rlde In hls
our. he abused the. chaufTeur for some
trlfllng fault, ahd ended by knocklng
the man out of the car und startlng
alone.

Mrs. Merrldew's nervous linrest was
Incroaaed by nll tllla untlj she was
really lll. She lay on the couch ln lier
room prostrato and mlserable. Ollve
contrlved to be'chosen to tako her tea
up to her. and when sho saw the mls¬
erable. hunted look In her eyes, she
could almost have pltfed her. The for¬
tune whlch she had schemed to get had
done her llttlo good. Indeed, thought
Ollve.
"Wouldn't ve huve the doctor. mii'nm'.'

Or Ib there nothtn' l can get yer?"
"I am not lll. girl," was the cross

reply. '"I haven't slept for a nlght or
two through neiiralgla. That's all."
"Would I bo bflthln' your face again,

ma'am? It did yer a powor of good the
other mornln'."

"Ves, get the cau de cologne."
Sho fetched it and batlu-d Mrd. Mer¬

rldew's forehead. 'You havo a gentlo
touch, girl, for all yoiir roughness."

"That's what my dear ould nilther
used tb say whin I rubbed lier for tho
rhoumatlcs, ma'am. Ah. she wus a Hiif-
feror now, if you lolks. AVas ye Iver In
Olreland. ma'am?"

"Don't worry me," said Mrs. Me.rri-
dew testlly.

Ollve went on bathing her face wlth¬
out speaklng, and ln the sllence they
heard the aounds of wheels on tho
graval ot the drlve.
Mrs. Merrldew sprnng up on tho In-

stant. "What's that? Oo und see. At
once. NeA-er mind anythlng else. Go
and see." she crled cxcltedly.

"Sure. It's only a cab. ma'am," snld
Ollve, golng to tho wlndOAv.

"Yes. but who ls in It? Go and find
out and come and tell me at onco.
Qulck, qulck. Do what I say and don't
stand starlng there like a hooby."

Ollve hurried out of the room, ran
down the front fllght of stuira and
looked Into the hall.
The cab drlver had juat set down hls

passenger. and the two wero wrang-
ling about the fare. The quarrel end¬
ed by the passenger turnlng away wlth
an oath and enterlng the houso wlth
a shambllng, dragglng step.

Olive had a gOod vlew of hlm as he
came up the steps. An old man ot
powerful frame, but bent and bowed,
and wenrlng clothes that Avere new

and 111-flttlng; coarse features, clean
shaven, Avearlng a Avlg whlch hnd no

sort of color relationship with the
bushy gray eyebrows from under Avhlch
peered a palr of small brown cyes, rest-

lesa, furtlve and hunted in expres¬
sion.

,OId. harrled. lined aml repugnant aa

the face was, Ollve rocognlzed it at
onco as, that of the mnn Avhose photo-
grapli she had found ln Mrs. Merrldew's
desk.George Purvls.and tt suggeste.l
a resemblance to somo other face she
had seen recently, but could not place.

"I want to see Mrs. Morridow.Mrs.
Kachel Merrldew," sald the mnn. The
use of the Chrlstian name conllrmcd
Ollvo ln her bellef.
"AVhat name shall. I say?" asked the

footman.
"Never mind tho name, my vnan. Take

my message."
"I will seo lf my mlstress can sou

you." and he put him in the llttlo
room Avhere vlsltors of uncertaln po¬
sltlon were left to wnlt.

Ollve went down and met the toot-
man. "Thut'll bo tho gintloman I Avas

to take rlght up to her the minute he
came." sho said, and wulted Avhlle Pur¬

vls was fetched. She walked up In front
of hlm.
As she opened tho door Mrs. Merrl¬

dew asked cagerly: -Well. what avus

tt?"
"Shure, here ls tho glntleman, mn am.

Tliis way, sor."
She made way and Puryts stepped

forward.
"Well. Rachql," lie said.
Thero Avas no reply. Mrs. Merrldew

had fallen back unconRCious.
CIIAVT15R- NDAT.

Ilusliimil nnd Wlfe.
Tho stroke whlcli Olive had doalL by

bringing Purvls straight into the pros-
enco or Mrs. Merrldew hud gone rlght
home, aud uttering a llttle crv .--lie

knelt hy tho uiiconscious woman und

set about restoring her.
Purvls looked on wlth a g'rlm. hard

smlle, then sat dnwn io walt for the

return lof consclousness. "tt's only u

falntlng lit fvom joy n.t seolng me. I.et

ber blde a blt. my girl. She'll corn.

around ull rlght." he sald prescntly.
"It's deadly lll she is. sor. She s

beon ailin' badly this last duy or two,
replled Olive. "Oh, m.v deur mlstress
"Mi ,got wlnd ln some way of tho

Dloasuro in store *'°1' .."'." "e Hakl

drliy, and grlnned.
"An" It'a mofillf that's oiiusod thls

by brlngln' v-i" UP Avldout warnin';
and Ollvo Avrung her hands. "Sure, it's

d.soharged I'll be."
"No you won't: I won t glve you

av-av 'Perhapn vou did me u good turn.

not knowing tt. Thut'll be nll rlght."
lfo spoke vory conlldently.
When Mrs. MerrldeAV came to her-

e'el., shuddering and trembllng. Ollvo
redonbled hor attontlons. feeling, lt
must be confessod, a oonsummate hy-
pocilte and extromely uneoiufortubla
whon Mrs. Merrldew thankod her ln
a gontler tone than she luul uver heen
known to use, lier asltatton was al¬
most plteous to wltness. and at tho
slght of Purvis. who had carefully
placed hlmself so that hu Avould ba
thn flrst object aho would soe, hor
terror and dismay were such that sho
all but falnted again.
Then sh*=-*ent Ollve away, flrst tell-

lng lier to say nothing of what had
ooourred and that lt had no connec¬
tion Avlth the Btrangev'H preneiiee.
Ollve answered Avith a volublo prom-
lao; and runnlng from tho room hur¬
ried to tho rocess.

"TiUttt your time, Raohel," she heurd

PttfVl.i say, "Get over your dellght al
senlng tne again. We shall havo lots
of tlme to tulk now."
There was n long sllen-e. Then "Mr-e,

Merrldew asked; "Dld that girl hoai
anythlng?" Tho tone was very low
and nervotiH.
"Not ft word. She wus so searedwhen 1 fprcetl my way up here ln

you that she was pretty well out pfher sllly s-msos." lln lied gllbly and
wlth the coolnens of long rxpericncc
"Why dld you come here?"
"That's it good one, that Is. Whereshould I rome If not..home? I sup-poso you thought I j-hould trot off to

Chicago. eh? Sulted you a deal better,
wouldn't It?"
"How did you learo I was hore?"
"Does It matter? If you want to

Know, I heard «1| about vou from n
gentlotn.au who Is stlll servlng HlsMajosty whero I come fnm.satnesorylcd. you know, that you helpedso kindly to get me Into. I heard all
about ihat. too, years ago." Ho paused
und laughed unplensantly.She inurmured a protest.
Thls angered him and the laughturned to a. sort of snari. "Don't He. Iknow It. I swore then that I'd. havo

your llfe for lt; and overy day slncothen J-ve taken that oath nlght andiniornlnp. _t's kept me alive ln all thatnell time in prlson. And It kept me
stiiught there. eurning every g-oodriiurk I could so that the time should
eome as soon as posslble when I couldbogln to look for you. But I dldn'thope the,, j"U bn able to walk straightout of the prlson to you llke thls."
She mado no reply. and Ollveguossed she was too frightened."So you went back to the old nameoh. Mrs. Merrldew? Not ParmenterThought that 'ud put me off the seen.8 hit. I suppose? Hut you see I eot the.tdUce all rlght, .nd here I am." aZIT n"U?.,"»\"Vou've done yourself

hath "rU "'V he WeDt on' w1"* »¦>oath. f could scarcely belleve I wason the right track when they broughtme here. How have you worked- It?"
win, «<>.t --eply. "Don't fool about"-tl nw, ho added, savagely. "ltwon't pay you."

y il

Mr'J' x'rS c,Tmon Knowledge." -replled,Mrs.Morridow, ln a flrmer tone thaushe hud beforo been able to command.tIr«nherlted lt from Gregory Parmen-
"What!" Hls astonishment was ln-

"Frofi, FP **Wi ttUU then ^o..Kom Parmenter! And how In thoname of everythlng dld he get it'"
t
Married again. a rlch wlfe, 'andPiled up n fortune."

¦'Murrled again, and you". He brokooff and burst out Into a peal of bois-\Z s "f,l..BlUrr' "If tllat "oesn't beattne band! After a pauso he added ina very dlfferent tone, "I see. And thatcable from Chicago was crooked. e".v dodge to get me out there, so that
fo.-tuno'^ 'i"t\°y a" yOUr We,! earne<-fortune quletly on thls slde. ohliacnel. you're a beauty'"
Jvl'?Want l? Provlde for 3'ou andglvo jou ample means."
"Vou thoughtful darllng! You dearunselftsh creature! And plg a liaras ever, eh, Rachel? You sly. treacher-ou« devll. you. I know yotir "amplemeans. Enough to drink -nyself toqeath on, eh? And do It quickly eh"550 that you mlght enjoy all this bvyourself, eh? Well, you Ber-. rve cometo enjoy it with you.to have myshare of it all, «*,? Half, or morethan half if I chaa*. to take it. see?Fo help my sweot. Affectionate wifieto apond her fortune. And, damme I

nieiin to have it, too!" and he dashed alist down on the table.
There was another pauae, ana thenhe laughed.
"Unless you, too, have marriedagain. By Heaven. that Avould cap it
"I have not married again."
"Hanged lf I'm not sorry to hcar it*for i'd havo jugged you for It, to let

you huve a taste of tho hell life yousent me to." Intcnso vindlctlveness
avus in overy syllable of the threat."Do you live alone here, then?"
"Gllbert ls wlth me."
¦"Oh; that young blackguard.ls lie?AVell, don't let me see too much of hlm.

He'd better get out. The same houso
won't hold us two long; ahd I'm go-ing to havo tho say so in thls house.
Mind that."
"Vou had better.tell him that your¬self."
"Oh, I'll tell him fast enough, don't

you fear. AVhere is he?"
"Out ln hia motor car.'
"Oh. lils motor car, he scoffed, in

un affected tone. "He's a swell, too, I
suppose. Curso the young beast. I'll
motor-car hlm." And he swore again
viclously. Then another change came
ln his tone. There was feeling in lt
aa ho put tho next questlon. "And
Solnia? -Ia she here, too?"

"No, George." She spoke Avlth hesi-
tiition, uslng hls namo for tho first
tlme.
"And why not? Tell me. Don't lle.

Isn't my child good enough to be here
if thut .swln..- of a son of yours ls
here? Don't you dare to lle to me about
her, 1 tell you. Bring her here. There's
only ono soft spot left in my heart
and she fills lt. The only thought that
ever mado me waver ln that resolve
to havo your life for your infernal
treachery was Selnin. Don't you dare
to He to me about Selnia.
"Vou had better know the truth. Sise

never knew ygou Avere her fathor.
When you were.whou you Avent
away"-
.'When 1 was .lugged through you.

you mean? You may as Avell say lt"
he bioke in tlercely.
"When vou wore convlcted and -I

went back to tho name of Merrldew
C guvo hor another name"-.
"Why not Merrldew? AVhy nut your

own, curso you?"
"I wont back to the stage. T was

poor und mlno waan't oxnctly tho llfe
sho should know hor mother Avas Uv¬
lng. 1 am not lying. George. I dld lt
for her _pake. And sho never knew
rlght up to the tlme of".nnd she
paused us if either affected by what
sho had to say, or afruid to say it.
A moment of tense sllenoo followed.
"Are you golng to say she ls dead,

liachel?" he asked then ln a luished
tone.
"She dled In Chteago, George. yoars

and years ago. ^lt was .fur better."
U Tho Intervlew had lasted already so

!l'ohg a tlmo thnt Ollvo hud grow*. un-

ensy lost she should be mlssod; so shu
loft her hiding placo and wont around
aud knocked at the door of tho room
und asked if sho mlght tako away thd
tea things.
Mrs. Merrldew had almost entlrely

recovered hor custnmary composui-s
and was watching Purvls. who sat wltii
his bowed head on his hands ln deep
cmotlon.

comes ln."

i,To be Contiuuod Next tiuuday.).


